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sum to which the Agent's commission would amount, notwithstanding the
OKA March 178*.      deductions for interest and other charges to which it
was subject as stated in his letter, we thought it proper
as long ago as March 1785 to make a considerable reduction in the com-
mission, which according!) took place from the gist of December
preceding.
92.    Having transmitted a copy of your remarks and orders to Mr.
Auriol, [he] has addressed a letter to us which contains a particular detail
of the agency; and as the arguments set forth in it are highly deserving
of your attention we beg leave to refer you to a copy of itf which makes
a number in this packet.
93.    But although we refer you  to  Mr.  Auriol's letter for the cir-
cumstantial detail of this transaction we think it proper to bring the
conclusion of it more pointedly before your notice, that you may see, on
the clearest demonstration, how much we have consulted your interest
and the wants of your Presidency of Fort St. George in an arrangement
which  you   have  so  severely  condemned,   as   the gross  and  ungenerous
misrepresentations of those from whom we merited a better return, both
for this and every other exertion we have made to save them from that
destruction which  would inevitably have attended them but from our
timely and effectual succours.
94.    Your sentiments on the subjects of the agency were no sooner
imparted to Mr. Auriol than he made us an offer of his experience and
services to continue the supplies for the current year without any com-
mission or compensation whatever for his trouble, wishing to remove the
impression, which was implied by your letter, that his advantages had
excluded [exceeded] the value of his services.   We have nevertheless, in
obedience to your orders, published an advertisement for the receipt of
proposals for performing this branch of the public service by contract, and
upon the day appointed we shall proceed to consider such as may have
been tendered.
95.    As a preliminary to it we have required from the Accountant
General a complete average account of the rate of all the supplies of rice
sent by the  Agent  to  Madras  on' vessels  of every kind  excepting the
Company's chartered ships, which were exempt from the charge of freight,
and  Mr.  Touchet's vessels  which  were  also  exempt' from  the  Agent's
commission*
*
96.    For our proceedings on this point we beg leave to refer to the
Paragraph 45.           former part of this letter, paragraph 76.
97.    We  have   duly  signified  your  orders regarding  His  Majesty's
troops to the proper officers.   For a more particular
Paragraphs 46-50.           ^ to these paragraphs we beg leave to refer you